
 
 
      LEILA ARBORETUM ASH TREE ART & CHAINSAW SCULPTURE COMPETITION 
 

                        “Fantasy Forest….All Creatures, Wood and Tall” 
 

 
Leila Arboretum Society is announcing a very special arts event and 
competition….one that has been almost a hundred years in the making ! 
 
During the week of June 13-20, 2015, chainsaw sculptors and other artists from 
around the nation will descend upon Battle Creek and begin transforming the 
remnants of once-towering Ash Trees in the Arboretum into something 
completely new, different and unique – a sculpture park.    
 
Some 16 of the nearly 100 year-old trees, or what’s left of them, stand on a one-
acre site near the entrance to the Arboretum.  Sadly, they fell victim to the 
Emerald Ash Borer, a small insect that has ravaged the Ash tree population 
across the U.S.   Rather than have the trees removed completely, 20’of their 
main trunks were left to serve as the raw material for creative minds with sharp 
saws.  A grand prize of $5000 awaits the artist whose work is selected as the 
winner.  2nd and 3rd place cash awards of $3000 and $1500 will also be given, 
and all other sculptors selected to compete will receive $500.  
 
According the Brett Myers, LAS Executive Director, the area will not only become 
a unique attraction for Battle Creek, but it will also form the basis for a new 
beginning for the land.  It will be replanted with new species of trees that will one-
day form a canopy for the sculptures.  “Think of it as our community’s 
“Woodhenge” said Myers.  We expect people will come from far and wide to 
admire the efforts of our artists.” Myers noted that there is be an added feature to 
this attraction of educating the public about invasive species and their effect on 
the environment. 
 
For the competition, artists from around the country will submit samples of their 
work along with a design proposal to transform one of the trees. It should be in 
line with the broad theme “Fantasy Forest…All Creatures, Wood and Tall.”  The 
art pieces will take form during a week-long event.  The public will be invited to 
watch the work underway and shop for other pieces that the artists may have for 
sale.  A panel of judges will select the top three winning sculptures based on 
creativity, design, detail, size and overall artistry.   

 


